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Tall fescue is a moderate-to-coarse-bladed, heavy-dury grass that tolerates a wide range
of soil and shade conditions and has good heat, drought, and wear iolerance. Tall fescue

has few serious pest problems bur &5 subject 1o brown patch disease under warm, wet

conditions. Tall fescue grows rapidly and requires frequent mowing but does not toler-
ate a close cut. It is @ bunchgrass thar does not recover well from infury and thus mus:
be resecded if bare areas appear. New cultivars referred 1o as “norf-type” tall fescues

have been developed. These cultivars are more shade tolerant and finer leaved than

standard K-31 variery. Maintenance programs provided by professional lawn care

companics may differ fram recommendations given hers but yet be equally effective.

September through November

Mowing

Tall feseue shauld be 2% to 31 inches tal
after mowing. As a general guideling, Iry (o
mow olien enough that no maore than ooe-third
of the grass height is cul. Then practice
grasscyeling. Grasscycling is simply leaving
prass clippings on your lawn, Grass clippings
decompeose quickly and can provide up ro 25
percent of the lawn's ferilizer needs. {f
prolengsd rain or other factors prevent mowiog
and clippings are too plentiful 1o leave op the
lawn, they can be collected and used as muleh.
Whatever you do, don’t bag them! Grass
clippings do not belong in landiils.

Fertilizing

The best way (o determine your lawn’s autrianl
needs is by a soil test, The North Caralina
Department of Agriculture, Agronomic Di-
vision, pravides free sod tesiing, In the
absepce of a 301l test, use a complele nitrogen-

phospheras-potassivm (M-P-K) turf-grads
fertibizer with 2 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 razie (that is,
12.4-§ or 16-4-8). Fertilize with 1 pound of
acmual nitrargen (M) per thousand square feel in
mid-September and apgain in November (about
the time the grass is green bul nod ackively

growing).®

frrigation

Water to a soil depth of 4 10 6 inches. Probe
with a screwdriver to defcmine moisture
deptl. Tall fescue peeds a weekly application
of akout T 10 1% inches of water. On sandy
soiis it often requires mare frequent watering—
for example, ¥ inch of water every third day.
It is aften necessary to irigate an arca for 3 to
5 hours to apply 1 inch of water, (I requires
640 pallons of waler ta deliver T inch of water
per thousand square fert.) Because clay soils
accept water slowly, irigata just until runoff

* See box on page 3.
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cerurs, wail ¥ hour uotl the water bas been absorbed, and
then coptinue uTigating untl the desired depth or amount is
vbtained. A dark bluish gray color, footprinting, and
wilted, folded, or curled leaves indicate that it is tme to
water, Proper irmigalion may prevent or reduce pest
problems and envirpnoiental siess laler in the summer.

Weed Control

Apply broadleaf herbicides to control dandelions and other
weeds if pecessary, Caution: Some herbicides may affect
newly secded nutf. Follow labe! directions. See Extansion
Service publication AG-408, Pest Control Recommenda-
rions for Turferass Managers.

Insect Control
Check for white grubs in Seplember 20d October and
cantrol theem if necessary,

Aerification
Ceme Jawns subject 0 heavy traffic of on clay soils to minimize
compaction and improve rooting, Break up plugs

Renovation

Piedmont and Ceastal Plaiz Regions Only! (Set Juns-
Aungust for western region.) Overseed thun, bare areas as
prass begins to respond to cooler temperafures o Septem-
ber and early Oclober. Use a blend of tal] feseue cultivars
at & pounds per thousand square feet. Apply a starter-type
{high phosphorus} fertilizer at time of seeding. Keep the
seedbed maist with Light, frequent sprinklings several timas
2 day (o ensure good germination.

Thatch Removal

It is pof necessary 0 remove thatch,

December through February

Mowing

Remove fawn debris (rocks, sticks, and leaves), Mow lawn
inches and remove clipping debris at spring greenup.

Mow before grass gets Laller than § inches. Practics

grasscycling—eave clippings on lhe lawn.

Fertilizing

Fertilize with 1 pound of actual nitrogen per thousand
square [eet in February * in absence of soil test results, use 3
complete (N-P-K) murf-grade fenilizer with a 3-1-2 or 4-1-2
ratio.

Irrigarion
Water, if needed, to preveot sxcessive drying. About 1
inch of water per application cach week is adequate.

Weed Controf

Apply troadleaf herbicides as necessary for control of
chickweed, henbir, or other wecds, See Extension Service
publication AG-408, Pesi Comirol Recommendations for
Turfgrass Managers.

Aerificanon
Delay coring untii fall.

Thatch Removal
It is nct necessary to remove thatch.

March through May

Mowing

Mow lawn to 3 inches in height. Mow at beast once a week.
Mow before grass gets above 5 inches tall, Remember
grasscycling — leave clippings on the lawn,

Fertiliting
wot fertilize tall fescue after March 15,

* bee box oo page 3.

Irrigation

Water as peeded to prevent drought. Aboul 1 inch of water
per application each week is adequate. Sandy soils often
require mere frequent watering, ar about ¥ inch of wate:
every third day.

Weed Control

Apply preemergence herbicides to cantrol crabgrass,
goosegrass, and foxtail. Apply by the time the dogwoods
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are in bloom. See Extcnsion Scrvice publication AG-408,
Pest Control Recommendations for Turfgrass Managers.

Insect Controf

Check for white grubs in April and May and contral if
Decessary.

Aerification
Delay coring wntid fall,

Thatch Removal
It is not necessary (0 remove thatch.

F June Through August

Mowing

Raise mower heighl to 332 inches, Mow before the grass
gets above 5 inches wall. Remember grasscycling - leave
clippings oo the lawn,

Fertilizing

Do not fertilize tall fescue at this time. Submit a soil
sample for analysis ta determine nutrient requitements,
{Comtact your county Extension Center for details.)

Irrigation
Either water as needed to prevent drought or allow the
lawn to po dermant. About 1 inch of water per application
each week 15 adequate for irigated lawns. Sandy soils

tn require more frequent walering, or about % inch of
water every third day. Do not discontinue irrigation in
mudsurnmer. Water dormant lawns every thres weeks in
the zbsence of rain.

Disease Control

Check for brown patch discase. (See Extension Service
Publication AG-361, Diseases of Cool-Season Grasses.)

Weed Conirol

Avoid the use of berbicides at this time. See Extension
Servics poblication AG-408, Pest Coarrol Recommenda-
tions for Turfprass Managers.

Insect Control
Check for prubs in July and Augusi and coatrol them if
nECESSATY.

Aerification
Avoid coring wll fescue lawns at this tume.

Renovation

Western Region Only! {See Scptember-November for
piedmont and coastal plaio regions.) Overseed thin, bare
areas as grass begins to respond to cooler femperatures;
about August 15 to Septernber 1. Use a blend of 1all fescue
cultivars at 6 pounds per thousand square feet. Apply &
starter-type fertilizer at the lime of seeding. Keep the
seedbed moist with light, frequent sprinklings several times
a dav 10 ensure good germinaticn.

Tharch Removal
It is not necessary 1o remove thateh.

Calculating Fertilizer Application Rates

To determine the amount of product required 10 apply ! pound of nitrogen
per thousand square feet, divide 100 by the firs! sumber on the fenilizer bag.

Example 1 A 16-4-8 fertilizer. Dividing 100 by 16 = £.25 pounds of product
applied per thousand square feet 1o Seliver 1 pound of nitogen.
100
98 ° £.25
Example 2: A 10-10-10 fertilizer. Dividing 100 by 1) = 10 pounds of product
to be applied per thousand square feet 1o deliver 1 pound of mitrogen,
1040

0 =10
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GRASSCYCLING ... an ecologically and financially sound program for your lawn,

acis About Grass Clippings
& North Carolina state law prohibits disposal of yard
wastcs, including grass clippings, in landfills.

e Usiog grass clippings as a nutrient source far your
fawn can save lim¢ and money and protect the
snvironment.

m Grass clippings doo’t cause thatch.

The Grasseyeling Concept
Leave grass clippings on the lawn! Grass clippings are 73
to 85 percent water and a good source of nutrisnis, When

jef on the lawn after mowing, they quickly decompose and
release putrients. Through grasscycling, you can supply up
1o 25 percent of the lawn's yearly fenilizer needs, which
means saving money and time. {And it means you den'l
bave to rake and bag for hours.)

By following the managemeont guidelines in this turf
calendar and addiag grasscycling 1o your routine, you will
no longer need to bag clippings and your lawn will grow al
an acceptable rate, retain a green color, and develop 2
desper rool system.

For more information ae grasseycling, cootact youg
county Cgoperalive Extension Center.

Integrated Pest Management: The Sensible Approach to Lawn Care

Many pest problems can cause your wrf 1o lock bad —
discases, weeds, insects, and animals. If you are really
unlucky, you may have all of them at one time.

So whal do you do? Use a pesticide? Or make
changes in cultutal practices? Both methods, and seme
others as well, may be needed. The balanesd use of all
available methods is called fmegrated Pegt Managemant
TPM ).

The idea is simple. [l invelves the use of al] avail-
nlc prevention and control methods to keep pests from
reaching damaging Tevels. The goal is to produee a good
terf and minimize the influence of pesticides an man,

the environment, and torl,
IPM methods include:

1. Lisz of best-adapted grasses.

2. Proper use of cultural practices such as

watering, mowing, and fenilization.

3. Proper selection and use of pesticides
when neeassary.

Early detection and prevention, ot both, will
minirize pesl damage, saving tirme, effon, and money.
Should a problem necur, determine the €avse Or causes,
then choose the safest, most affective control or controls
availabla.

When chemical cootrel is necessary, sclect the
proper pesticide, follow label directions, and apply
whea Lhe pest is most suscepuible. Treat ouly those areas
in need. Repard pesticides as only one of many loals
availabte for rurf care.

To learn more aboul integraled pes! managemsnl,
pest identification, turf care, and praper use of pesti-
cides, comact your county Coaperative Extension
Center.
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